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Safety First?  ... from the Editorõs Desk 

By Becky Wiesmore  

 

Iôve always been a believer in the idea that you have to look out for 

yourself.  That seems especially true in recent times, as it seems like 

every newscast or radio program is listing yet another safety recall for 

childrenôs products.  Many of these recalls are due to lead paint hazards 

on toys and products manufactured outside of the U.S.  Many other  

recalls deal with functionality or design of products. 

 

There are many web sites with information and lists of recalls.  The 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission has a nice web site where 

you can look up recalled products.  You can even search by month so 

you donôt have to wade through the thousands upon thousands of     

defective products that have been recalled since 1997.   On my most 

recent search I saw items ranging from Payless ShoeSource girlôs 

boots, Gymboree toy swords, Cub Scout totem badges, and Starbucks 

childrenôs plastic cups, not to mention the highly publicized crib recalls 

(see page 2 for more detail).   

 

Although this is a very serious subject, I have to look on the lighter side 

occasionally, or live in fear of every product I own.  Sometimes it just 

seems like everything is a hazard and, suddenly, staying in my nice 

toasty bed and ordering out for pizza begins to sound very appealing... 

although the pizza cheese may have been recalled for improper shred-

dingé hmmmm.  Makes you wonder if itôs such a good idea after all.  

 

For more information on this subject you can visit the CPSC web site at 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prerel.html 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Membership in the FCDSN helps support positive awareness of Down syndrome. YouŚll get full access to our 

extensive library, receive our newsletter, and be invited to join us for many informative and enjoyable events 

throughout the year. Any donations above the membership fee are greatly appreciated AND tax deductible.  

Not a member?  

WHY NOT JOIN NOWé? 
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Simplicity/Graco Cribs Recalled  

 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission recalled Simplicity and Graco cribs after three children died of 

suffocation. The deaths occurred because the drop-rail side of the crib was installed upside down, creating a 

gap in the crib that children can fall into and suffocate.  

 

The cribs were sold by U.S. retailers and chains including Target Corp., Big Lots Inc, Babies "R" Us and 

family-owned Meijer Inc. under the Simplicity or Graco brand names from January 1998 through May 2007.  

 

Recalled Simplicity crib models:  

Aspen 3 in 1; Aspen 4 in 1; Nursery-in-a-Box; Crib N Changer Combo; Chelsea; Pooh 4 in 1 

Recalled Graco crib models:  

Ultra 3 in 1; Ultra 4 in 1; Ultra 5 in 1; Whitney; Trio 

Finding the Perfect Gift  

 

Whether itôs for the holidays or a birthday 

party, if youôre looking for a gift thatôs just 

right for that special little someone, Toys-R-

Us offers a catalog full of toys for differently 

abled kids.   

 

You can view this catalog by going to their 

web site at http://www.toysrus.com.  Scroll 

down, and on the left hand side bar thereôs an 

icon for their ñToy Guide for Differently 

Abled Kidsò.   Click on that to view this  

catalog online. 

 

These are toys you can purchase for any 

child, but in this catalog there is an easy to 

follow key that indicates which areas each 

toy promotes (for example: auditory, fine 

motor, etc.).    So, if youôre looking specifi-

cally for a toy to work on fine motor skills, 

your search will be simple if you use this 

thoughtful tool from Toys-R-Us. 

Teen Group fun this fall  

 

The Teen group has had some fun events this fall.  In 

September, Nick Schaertel hosted a  Pizza Making 

(and eating) party at his home.  The gang of Nick, 

Mike A., Marissa, Holly, Ellen and Katie S., made 

pizzas, had a great dessert and then hung out listening 

to music and dancing ï while the moms hung out 

downstairs.  In October, Katie Schoenfelder hosted an 

afternoon at Stokoe Farms.   

Teens Katie, Kaitlyn, 

Marissa, Jennifer, Nick 

K, Mike A, Jimmy, 

Andrew and Cooper 

enjoyed a nice out-

doors family day with 

all the varied activities 

at the pumpkin farm. 
 



 

Visit the FCDSN  

Online  

 

Current and past newsletters are now available in .PDF format on the FCDSN website.  You 
can easily check out previous issues at <http://www.fcdsn.com>.  Just click on the 
òNewsletteró tab. 
 
The FCDSN web site is a wonderful source of information for upcoming Social Group activi-
ties,  Conferences, and Links to additional service organizations, to name just a few things 

youõll find there.  You can also make a secure donation online through FirstGiving to help sup-
port the Network year round.  

New Membership Application  
 

  Individual/Family  $25.00    Professional $25.00  
 

Name:          Phone: 

Address:         Zip Code: 

ChildŚs Name:         Birth Date: 

Mail completed application with check payable to FCDSN to:  

FCDSN Attn: President 

940 Holt Road #324  

Webster NY  14580  
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Birth Packets  

These informational packets for new parents 
of children with Down syndrome are often 
given in the hospital or at the Strong Genetics 
counseling clinic. If you havenõt received one, 
please call the phone line 
at 234-2345 and ask for one 
to be  delivered to you, or  
contact Karen Cahill at   
453-0125. 

ñEqhdmcrgho cntakdr inx `mc g`kudr fqhdeò 

-Egyptian Proverb  

Welcome To Holland  

Meeting Dates: 
NOVEMBER Meeting CANCELLED  
AMSA Board Room 
Al Sigl Center 

1000 Elmwood Avenue,  
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
New parents of children with 
Down Syndrome have an op-
portunity to connect with 
other parents who are experi-
encing a similar life change. 
Siblings and Grandparents are 
also welcome to attend.  


